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India recently. Local interfaith groups are invited to par-
ticipate in the event, a release said.

In Arizona, the India Association of Phoenix hosted
an India Nite January 29 to assist its ongoing drive to raise
funds for tsunami relief. Along with its sister organiza-
tions, the Association has so far raised over $50,000 that

will be passed on to NGOs working in India.

The Association for India’s Development, Asha for
Education, BAPS Care India and Seeds India are some
of the groups the alliance is working with, said
Association President Kalpana Batni. Having raised
$50,000 in the first phase, the association is hoping to col-
lect $250,000 this time.

Being a non-profit group that does not affiliate itself with

They were not born
when the struggle for
freedom took place or
the Indian Constitution
was ratified; yet students
from India celebrate
these historical events to
keep in touch with home
and show pride in their
heritage.

At Virginia Tech in
Blacksburg, Virginia, a
group of Indian students
began their day January
26 with a flag-hoisting
ceremony at Cranwell
International Center.

Kumar Mallikarjunan,
associate professor in
biological systems engi-
neering and staff advisor
to the Indian Students
Association, unfurled
the tricolor that had
been procured from the
international  center.
Benjamin Dixon, vice
president of multicultur-
al-affairs, was present.

Following the singing
of the Indian national
anthem, about 50 stu-
dents, the faculty and
their families observed a
minute of silence for the
victims of the tsunami
tragedy. Later, they left
the grounds that were
still covered in snow
from the past week for a
treat of coffee and
donuts inside the
Cranwell center.

The ISA, which has
about 170 members, pre-
sented a book, History of
India by John Keay to Dr
Dixon, who spoke about
what it means to be free
and how students should

international citizens.

Prerna Khemka, cultural secretary,
ISA, quizzed students about India
and gave prizes to the winners.

The ISA, set up 44 years ago, pro-
vides a meeting point for Indian stu-
dents and generates awareness of
Indian culture on the campus.

hosts.

Students hoist flag

strive toward becoming m virginia students at the flag-hoisting ceremony

Diwali, Holi, Dandiya, film screen-
ings and the Indian Independence
Day are some of the special events it

The Association has been celebrat-
ing India’s Republic Day since its
inception, said ISA President Anurag

at Virginia Tech

Mishra, a graduate research assistant
in the department of biological sys-
tems engineering. “It’s a matter of
pride for us,” said Mishra, who
arrived in the United States in 2002.

— Monika Joshi
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